
Important Safety Precautions for Stump Grinder Users 

Before Starting the Engine 

1. Review all safety decals that are placed 
on this machine for your safety and 
convenience. 
2. Make sure that all shields, guards and 
curtains are in place and in good condition 
prior to operating the machine. 
3. Only responsible, properly instructed 
individuals should operate this machine. 
Inexperienced operators must be carefully 
supervised. 
4. Check cutting wheel for damaged or 
missing teeth, and replace as necessary. 
5. Make sure that no one is working on, 
underneath or close to the machine before 
starting the engine or beginning to move the 
machine. Make sure that the area is free of 
personnel. 
6. Check stumps to be removed for 
embedded wire, metal fence posts, and 
other metallic objects, and for rocks and 
other buried impediments which may 
become dangerously thrown or cause 
unexpected machine movements when hit 
by cutting wheel. 
7. Ensure that everyone in the vicinity is 
aware of the DANGER ZONE associated 
with this machine. (See didgram) You and 
they must avoid the DANGER ZONE at all 
times when the machine is in operation. 
8. Make no modifications or alterations to 
the machine. 

, 9. Check with local utilities for the locations 
' of buried pipes and cables , where 

, applicable, before operating the machine. 

While in Operation 

1. Know how to shut off the machine in an 
emergency. 
2. The operator must never leave the 
controls while the machine is in operation. 
3. Never let clothing, long hair, jewelry, etc. 
hang loosely. It is possible that they can 
become dangerously entangled in the 
moving parts or the controls of the machine. 
4. Keep head, hands and feet away from 
moving parts at all times. 

5. Operate the machine only in well- 
ventilated areas. 
6. Check for proper operation of all 
controls and protective devices while 
operating them slowly. 
7. Extreme caution must be exercised 
when cutting stumps on slopes because the 
machine may shift or slide unpredictably. 
Never attempt to cut on a slope exceeding 
15 degrees. 
8. Wear appropriate safety equipment 
including protective eyeglasses, face 
shield, protective footwear. 
9. Ensure that everyone in the vicinity is 
aware of the DANGER ZONE associated 
with this machine. You and they must avoid 
the DANGER ZONE at all times when the 
machine is in operation. 
10. Keep eye contact with cutting wheel 
while it is rotating. 
11. Use only the front, lower portion of the 
cutting wheel below the shaft. Never 
undercut the stump, or use the upper 
portion of the wheel for cutting purposes. 
12. Occasionally, a curtain may become 
displaced in such a way as to leave a 
normally covered area exposed. Shut down 
the machine immediately if it occurs and 
reposition the curtain before continuing the 
operation. 

If any problems, contact Milpas Rental at 
(805) 963-1 987. 

DANGER '> 
ZONE 
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KNOWYOUR MACHINE (RG20 HD) 
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STARTING MACHINE AND USING 
SELF-PROPELLING FEATURE (RG20 HD) 

WARNING:The cutting wheel switch must be in the OFF position 
when starting engine. DO NOT turn ON cutting wheel until at work 
location (next to stump). 
Position throttle li2 way between FULLY IN and FULLY OUT. 
If engine is cold. pull out choke knob. 
Be sure transmission bypass control is pulled out. 
Depress and hold operator presence lever, and raise cutting wheel off 
the ground 4" to 5" by pushing downward on control handle. Hold in that 
position. 
Turn the ignition switch to START position. Release key upon starting. 
If the engine is cold, al!ow the engine to idle (throttle almost fully closed), 
for afew minutes to warm-up the engine before using machine. Gradually 
push-in choke knob as engine warms up. 
Pull out the control handle height lock, rotate the control handle into the 
most suitable position for machine travel, and re-lock the control handle. 
With engine at half throttle, and with brake released, use left thumb to 
gradually push ground travel control lever forward, moving the machine 
forward, push it backward to move the machine in reverse. 

CUlTlNG STUMPS (RG20 HD) 

WARNING: Always stand behind the control handle - never leave 
this position while the engine Is running. 
Position the cutting wheel near the edge of the stump. 
WARN1NG:The next step will cause the cutting wheel to rotate. 
Keep everyone away1 
Flip the cutting wheel ONIOFF switch up, to the ON position, causing the 
cutting wheel to rotate. 

Pull throttle fully out, and lock inplace by rotating clodkwise.The cutting 
wheel is thus accelerated to cutting speed. 
Direct the cutting wheel against the stump, beginning with the nearside 
top corner of the stump, and steadily sweep it across the stump left and 
right, cutting away 112 to 1" depth of wood with each sweep. 
Raise and lower the cutting wheel between sweeps as needed, by 
lowering and raising the control handle. 
To repositioning the machine forward and backward between sweeps, 
with the left thumb pus9 and pull on the travel control to progress into the 
stump. (Brake musi be released.) 
When not imediately cutting stumps, shut ofi the cutter wheel by flipping 
the cutter wheel ONIOFFswitch down to the OFF position. 
WARNING: Allow cutting wheel rotation to come to a complete stop 
before moving machine. 
Shut off the engine by turning the ignition keyswiich to the OFF position 
when finished using the machine. 
CAUTION: Push down on the brake handle to lock the brakes when 
finished using the machine. 

HELPFUL TIPS 
When it is desired to cut smaller roots, it is more effective to do so 
before, rather than after, cutting stump. 

SAFETY ALERT SYMBOL AND NOTATIONS 

CAUTION 
IrhtlEes m&a operating practices or indieate6 u n d e  conditions tha 

could result in personal injury. 

WARNING 
ldenliiies s condition whem failure to follow the instructions: cwld  result In 

severe personal injury. 

Chips are directed by the deflector between the wheels and out the 
back. Should the chip build-up become excessive, shut off the 
machine, move out of position, and rake away chips. Resume cutting. 

a 
DANGER 

For easier access to taller stumps, for getting deeper below the - a  condition where fanure to follow the instructions 01 heed 

ground, and for walking the machine to and from cutting site, the wamm will most llkely r-I! insevere personal injury or death. 

height of the control handle may be repositioned and locked in place. 
This should be done only while the engine is stopped and the brake 
locked. 

On larger stumps, if you continue cutting from one side, eventually a 
tire may tend to roll into the hole.This may be prevented by moving the 
machine to another side of the stump to continue removal, or by filling 
the hole with chips before continuing. 
Warning:The engine should be stopped while moving machine. 

A knob on the end of the brake lever may be adjusted to provide 
proper tension of the brake. 

Be sure to tighten tooth bolts (pocket bolts) to 180 ft-lbs. 

WARNINGS: 
A B ~  aware of revolving cutting wheel! Keep evsryone otrt 

of the way! 

A)Vsar goggles and protectwe dothing! 

ABeSIIre lhat con:ro! handle is In the locked poshon! 

Aopeate machine only frorn behlnd controi handls! 

ADO natallow spectators or pets nearwhtle cutting! 

A D O  not move machine while cuttlngwheel is running! 

Awaltfor cuthng wheel io step before resting cuiiing wheel 
on the ground1 

not cut into concrste or material other than stumps! 

not remove guards or shields! 

ALWAYS USE SHIAHP CUZKING T E M  


